











Rare Birds in Venango County

by Russ States

Hurricane Hugo was scheduled to
reach Venango County sometime late
Friday, 22 September 1989. 1 was
awakened by a call on Monday morning
(Sept. 25) from Nick Kerlin, Park Superin-
tendent at Oil Creek State Park. He said
he had an unusual bird, I said "oh..,” and
he said he thought it might be a Greater
Shearwater, so 1 said (or at least thought)
"right,” but as he proceeded to tell me
where he found the bird I realized he was
serious. The best bird to find its way to
Venango County since I've been here and
I almost slept through it.

I quickly learned that he had found
the bird on Sunday morning at the Park
Office when one of the park maintenance
personnel came in and asked where he got
the duck. Nick responded, "What duck,”
and went out to investigate. The bird was
just sitting against the building, so he
picked it up, checked it for broken bones,
and then put it in a box. Because of
obligations at work he was unable to do
anything about the bird on Sunday, so he
tried to feed it (it wouldn’t eat) and put
the box in a warm place.

Now, on Monday, Nick was trying to
contact someone to find out what and
how to feed the bird as well as what to do
with it. 1 gave him Jean Stull's number
and told him he should also try to contact
Jerry McWilliams, figuring that while they
might not know what or how to feed the
bird they might know someone who would.

At this point 1 grabbed my camera
and film and some bird books and headed
for the park office. I won't say that I
made it in record time, but I did hurry.
After all, the bird was in a box and not
going anywhere, but I did want to see it
alive. After arriving at the park office 1
found Nick on the phone talking to Jerry.
He didn't know of anyone to contact
about feeding the bird, but was very much
interested in the identification, etc. Talking
to Nick I learned that he had called a lot
of people, most of whom were not home
and so, as of yet, had not gotten any help.
He was waiting for a return call from the
Pittsburgh Aviary hoping they could help.
In the meantime we decided to go look at
and photograph the bird.

Nick very carefully lifted the bird
from its box (very carefully, because the
previous day it took a piece out of his
finger). It was a beautiful bird. Nice warm
brown plumage, with the head much
darker than the body, giving an almost
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capped appearance. The body was all
white underneath, with the wings brown
and white. And it was definitely a tube-
nose! (See complete description else-
where.) I'm going to label this bird as
Bird A, because as it turns out more were
to show up.

Just as we were noting details of the
bird, a reporter from the local newspaper
arrived and after getting what information
she could from us, wanted to photograph
it. So, after she took some photographs of
Nick and I holding the bird, Nick and I
took turns holding and photographing the
bird.

We put the bird back in the box
and went back to the park office to see if
anyone had returned calis. No one had, so
Nick decided to call the Game Commis-
sion and see what they had to say. They
gave him the number of Harriet Wilson,
a bird and animal rehabilitator, located
near Meadville. We then headed for
Meadville.

When we arrived she looked the
bird over and said it had a serious concus-
sion. She gave it some medication and put
it in a warm dark place. Just a couple of
minutes later someone from the Game
Commission came in with another bird.
(T’ call this one Bird B). This one had a
broken wing. Though I only got a quick
look, Bird B looked to be the same
species as Bird A. The differences I noted
at the time were Bird B had some brown
splotches on the belly and there were
white speckles on the forehead.

Bird B was found about two miles
west of Franklin at the Venango Manor
County Home, Sugarcreek Township,
sometime on Sunday, 24 September 1989.

Jerry went to Meadville after work.
He just got quick looks at the birds and
was able to take some photographs of Bird
B. I talked to him that evening and we
discussed characteristics of the birds. I
gave him the description of Bird A. He
called back later and said he thought they
were Black-capped Petrels and not Greater
Shearwaters. He thought the bill was 100
short, and all the books showed brown
marking in the white of the wing, and the
fact that the undertail coverts were white
instead of dark. We left it at that and
decided to wait until the pictures came
back. I then called Frank Haas to let him
know that we had an unusual bird and
told him the identity was still up in the air.

On Tuesday I got a call from Dan
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Brauning who was interested in the bird
(if it died) for the collection at the Aca-
demy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia.

That evening I called Madge Hribar
to get some information and as we were
talking she mentioned that her husband,
Lenny (who works for the Game Commis-
sion), had brought home a bird that they
thought was a gull, but it had died. This
sounded like too much of a coincidence so
I immediately started asking some ques-
tions. I learned that be had thrown the
bird onto a deer pit in one of the Game
Commission’s propagation areas. By this
time Lenny had looked at the picture of
the bird which was in the paper that day
and said it looked like the bird he had. I
made arrangements to meet him on
Wednesday at 2 p.m.

A little after 1:30 on Wednesday I
grabbed my camera and bird books and
left for my meeting with Lenny. We went
to the deep pit and picked up the bird.
This could have been nasty since the bird
had lain there a whole day, but the
temperature had stayed in the 40’s and the
bird was in the shade in a plastic bag. It
was another tubenose! (This bird wiil be
Bird C.) 1 decided it was the same species
as the other two, so now whatever they
turned out to be, three of them had been
found in Venango County. I took pictures
and found out from Lenny that this bird
had been found by a Pete Grove of
Rockwood Avenue in QOil City. I called
him later that day and learned that he
found the bird on his neighbor’s front yard
about 2 p.m. on Saturday, 23 September
1989.

Lenny said he would put the bird
in the freezer at the Franklin Regional
Office. I thanked him for his cooperation
and set out for home.

Thursday morning Nick called me
to say that Harriet Wilson had called to
tell him both birds had died, one on
Wednesday evening and the other on
Thursday morning.

On Sunday, 1 October, I decided to
do a little birding at Presque Isle. Out on
the point I met Ed Kwater who told me
that another bird had been found in
Elizabeth Township, Allegheny County,
and that as far as he knew at that point
it was a Black-capped Petret. I'll call this
one Bird D. :

By Monday, one week after 1 first
heard about these birds, I still wasn’t
completely certain what they were. On
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